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The $92,000 Questions 

CPB’s Exhaustive Reply to Premier’s Query 
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Sen. Larry Pressler (R-SD.) asked 
a few questions erf public broadcasting 
recently, in the form of an immediately 
controversial 16-page questionnaire, 
and now he's gotten his answers. 
Thousands of pages’ worth, to be ex- 
act, which took an estimated 1,800 
man-hours to compile at a cost of about 
$92,000, according to an official of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. 

Most of the material in the estimat- 
ed 2,000 to 3,000 pages of documents 
was already available in various forms 
and was compiled at the senator’s re- 
quest. This includes some contracts 
with producers of public broadcasting 
programs as well as copies of required 
audits of the recipients erf CPB grants. 

Pressler said yesterday that he had 
not had a chance to look at the re- 
sponses, which were sent to his office 
late Friday, but that T appreciate very 
much” getting them. He said the ques- 
tionnaire was made up of questions 
that had come to the Senate Com- 
merce Committee, which he chairs, 
from “minority groups, religious 
groups, Jewish groups, Christian 
groups, and I said let’s put them all to- 
gether and send them over there.” 

He said that many of the public 
broadcasting executives “said I didn’t 
know much about their situation . So 
we have asked all the questions and 
now we will have the information.” 

The $92,000 includes about 
$15,000 that was paid to the law firms 
of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 
Flom and Covington & Burling for re- 
view of the materials to make sure that 
no proprietary information was being 
revealed about people or businesses 
with which CPB has contracts. 

Pressler sent the 168 questions to 
CPB a little more than two weeks ago 
and shortly afterward withdrew five of 
them after criticism that he was violat- 
ing the First Amendment rights of 
some public broadcasting employees. 
The questions withdrawn included one 
requesting a list of all political contribu- 


tions oyer $250 made by National Pub- 
lic Radio staffers and contractors and 
another asking about those workers’ 
gender, ethnicity and previous employ- 
ment. Pressler gave CPB, which funds 
NPR and the Public Broadcasting Ser- 
vice, two weeks to answer the remain- 
ing questions. 

Along with House Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich (R-Ga.), Pressler has been the 
leading congressional proponent of “pri- 
vatizing’ public broadcasting, and a num- 
ber of the questions appeared to reflect 
his point of view. For example, on the is- 
sue of whether public broadcasting ben- 
efits from the sales of products related 
to its programming, the questionnaire 
asked, “What is the total gross sales fig- 
ure for goods and services connected to 
public broadcasting? Pease break down 
by radio or television and also itemize by 
program and product” 

CPB responded that such a figure “is 
not — and cannot be — known to CPB 
because its components are not known 
to any public broadcasting entity from 
which the information could be collect- 
ed.” 

The questionnaire also asked, “What 
is the commercial value of the current 
public broadcasting system? That is, 
what is the comparative valuation of 
the hardware — satellite transponders, 
transmitters, studios, etc. — and soft- 
ware — library of programs belonging 
to system producers, goodwill, etc.?” 
Pressler has said that a number of pri- 
vate corporations are interested in ac- 
quiring public broadcasting. 

CPB answered that it “does not own 
the assets of public broadcasting. CPB 
has no knowledge of the commercial 
value of plant, equipment, or intellectu- 
al property owned by the hundreds of 
independent public broadcasting enti- 
ties, nor that owned by the dozens of 
state and local government entities 
that are the licensees or permittees of 
public broadcasting stations, nor that 
owned by the national organizations 
designated by these licensees.” 

In response to a question about sala- 
ries for a number of radio “celebrities,” 
NPR provided its IRS Form 990 for 



Sen. Larry Pressler, author of the 
public broadcasting questionnaire. 


1992, which listed its five highest-paid 
employees. They were "All Things 
Considered's” Robert Siegel, who was 
paid $97,805 that year; “Morning Edi- 
tion’s” Bob Edwards, $95,337; 
“ATC’s” Noah Adams, $90,994; news- 
caster Carl Kasell, $90,953, and 
“ATC’s” Linda Wertheimer, $90,921. 
Senior news analyst Daniel Schorr, 
who is not an employee but works un- 
der an independent contract, was paid 
$100,025. 

Pressler, who has been widely criti- 
cized for the nature of the survey’s 
questions, took another hit yesterday 
from conservative pundit William F. 
Buckley. In his syndicated newspaper 
column, Buckley called the question- 
naire “Orwellian persecution, pure and 
Simple.” Buckley, the host of PBS’s 
“Firing Line” (which he said receives 
no federal support) and a self-described ' 
interested party in the current debate 
over the funding of public broadcast- 
ing, wrote that the questions “would 
take a serious scholar armed with sub- 
poena powers not two weeks to an- 
swer, but two decades. If some of the 
questions, freighted as they are with 
insinuation, were investigated as ex- 
haustively as the question ‘Where was 
OJ. between 10 and 10:15 on the 
night of June 12, 1994, and what was 
he doing?’ the questionnaire might be 
filed back to Sen. Pressler’s grandsoa” 


